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minority, but the erection of the noble structure which
rests upon them is predominantly his work. Nor was he
content with improving upon what had gone before.
New buildings sprang up, new departments were created,
new institutions founded. Compulsory education had
been introduced, and the executive powers separated
from the judicial. More than all, a resolute attack had
been made upon the less desirable features of the caste
system, with the result that men lived together in greater
harmony and freer intercourse; women were offered, and
to some extent accepted, a more liberal position in society;
and a measure of justice was done in holding out a helping
hand to the depressed classes.

All this and more had been the work of fifty years, and
the Maharaja could look back with pride upon his
achievement. There had been failures. The irrigation
schemes which he had launched had generally justified
Sir T. Madhav Rao's foreboding that they would not pay.
Compulsory education had not brought that overwhelm-
ing success which the eye of enthusiasm had foreseen.
Vigorous efforts to stimulate commerce had only partial and
sporadic results. Opposition too there had been, which
had to be lived down, placated, or overcome. But it is not
in man to command success in all things and at all times,
and the credit side of the Maharaja's work far exceeds
the debit. When the stupendous task with which he was
faced is considered, the wonder is not that he sometimes
failed, but that he ever succeeded. He had deserved well
of his subjects; and by their generous response to his
efforts they had deserved well of him. And so on this
zyth May 1925 people and Ruler, who had so frequently
declared that the interests of both were identical, were
found to be on terms of genuine esteem and mutual
affection. The day itself passed prosaically. The Maha-
raja was in Paris packing up, for on the 28th he left Paris